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® Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to:

® |dentify types of policy evaluation designs and describe their implications for policy evaluation research methods.

® Understand different types of data sets and how their structural characteristics dictate the policy evaluation
questions that can be addressed.

® Design and implement different types of policy evaluations using both quantitative and qualitative approaches

® Critically assess existing policy evaluation models.

® Policy evaluation in the US; history of policy evaluation; purposes of policy evaluation; types/uses of policy
evaluation

® Writing policy evaluations: basic components; approaches to presenting information

® Overview of types and sources of data for policy evaluation (qualitative, quantitative, mixed, extant, new; economic
data, survey data); description and presentation of data

® Drawing inferences; internal/external validity; experiments and causality; approximating random application to
treatment and control groups

® Ethics and normative approaches

® Monitoring and implementation of programs

® Budgetary and Cost Considerations

® Analyzing and drawing inferences from non-experimental data; the role of statistics/regression

® Evaluation using surveys; designing and administering surveys; analyzing and drawing inferences from survey data

® Meta-analysis using extant research

® PUBAFRS 3010.docx: Syllabus
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John Glenn School of Public Affairs
Public Affairs 3010
Public Policy Evaluation
3010 Semester 20XX
3 credit hours

Pre-requisites: Statistics 1350 (or equivalent) and Economics 2001 (or equivalent)

Course description and learning objectives

The purpose of Public Policy Evaluation is to develop and apply understanding of research
design and analytic methods for public policy evaluation. The course will enable students to
design and perform policy evaluations focused on policy processes and outcomes, using both
qualitative and quantitative data and using a variety of analytic methods. The knowledge and
skills that students acquire in this course will be of value in a wide variety of occupations,
particularly those in the public sector.

By the end of the semester, students should be able to think and act like policy evaluators, which
entails the following;:

1. Understanding different types of policy evaluation questions and their implications for
policy evaluation design and methods

2. Understanding different types of datasets and how their structural characteristics dictate
the policy evaluation questions that can be addressed

3. Designing and implementing different types of policy evaluations using quantitative and
qualitative approaches

4. Understanding the policy claims that specific policy evaluation results validate as well as
the claims that those evaluation results cannot validate

5. Critically assessing extant policy evaluations

Textbook

Posavac, Emil J. 2010. Program Evaluation: Methods and Case Studies (8" Edition). Pearson.
(ISBN # 978-0205804979)

Example assignments

1.

Logic modeling. The student will devise a series of logic models illustrating the different
“theories of change” underlying different public policies and programs.

Policy evaluation design. The student will design a series of policy evaluation studies
aimed at policy processes and outputs and also at discerning the net effects of those
processes and outputs.

Policy evaluation implementation. The student will implement a series of policy evaluation
studies using quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods analyses.

Policy evaluation critiques. The student will identify and critique from a research design
and methods perspective extant policy evaluations that use quantitative, qualitative, and
mixed methods analyses.

Examinations. The student’s knowledge and skills will be assessed twice during the
semester, midway and at the end.



Course outline

Week 1. Overview of policy evaluation in the US: history of policy evaluation; purposes of policy
evaluation; types/uses of policy evaluation.

Week 2. Writing policy evaluations: basic components; approaches to presenting information.
Week 3. Data: overview of types and sources of data for policy evaluation (qualitative,
quantitative, mixed, extant, new; economic data, survey data); description and presentation of

data.

Week 4. Drawing inferences: internal/external validity; experiments and causality; approximating
random application to treatment and control groups.

Week 5. Ethics/normative approaches.
Week 6. Monitoring and implementing programs.
Week 7. Budgetary & Cost Considerations

Week 8. Field experiments: designing and administering field experiments; analyzing and
drawing inferences from quasi-experimental data.

Week 9. Analyzing and drawing inferences from non-experimental data. Basic introduction to the
role of statistics/regression.

Week 10. Evaluation using surveys: designing and administering surveys; analyzing and
drawing inferences from survey data.

Week 11. Meta-analysis using extant research.
Week 12.
Week 13.
Week 14.

(Three weeks are excluded. One is for midterm examination and two are for student
presentations.)
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